THE  GAMBUSLANG  AND  KILSYTH 
REVIVALS,  1742 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The  great  Revival  movement  which  began  in  Scotland  in  1742  is  interesting, 
not  only  in  itself  but  also  for  the  controversy  it  aroused.  For  many  years  the 
country  had  been  without  experiences  of  the  kind,  and  the  phenomena  accom- 
panying it  were  unfamiliar.  At  first  the  people  hardly  knew  how  to  deal  with 
what  was  taking  place,  but  the  community  soon  settled  down  on  different 
sides,  some  affirming  that  the  “ Wark  ” was  a genuine  result  of  the  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  others  as  strenuously  maintaining  that  it  arose  wholly 
from  a malign  influence.  Opinion  concerning  the  revival  has  considerably 
altered  since  the  event,  and  now  all  the  churches  concerned — the  Church  of 
Scotland,  the  Seceders,  and  the  Cameronians — are  prepared  to  acknowledge 
that  great  mistakes  were  made  in  the  estimate  of  the  reality  and  value  of  the 
movement. 

The  literature  that  has  grown  up  around  the  Revival  is  extensive,  and  it 
is  continuously  being  added  to  both  from  the  historical  side  and  the  religious. 
The  following  is  a note  of  the  outstanding  publications  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Revival.  They  are  almost  wholly  controversial,  and  show  the  bitterness  with 
which  the  dispute  was  carried  on.  Dr.  Macfarlan  of  Renfrew  has  dealt  with 
the  movement  in  his  Revivals  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  Edinburgh,  1846,  in 
which  he  gives  copious  extracts  from  the  contemporary  manuscripts  of  the  Rev. 
William  M'Culloch  of  Cambuslang,  under  whose  ministry  the  Revival  began  : 
the  originals  are  preserved  in  the  New  College,  Edinburgh. 


1.  The  Glasgow  Weekly  History  Relating  to  the  Late  Progress  of  the  Gospel  at 

Home  and  Abroad  ; Being  A Collection  of  Letters,  partly  reprinted  from 
the  London  Weekly  History  and  partly  printed  first  here  at  Glasgow. 
For  the  Year  1742.  Glasgow  : Printed  by  William  Duncan,  1742. 

No.  1 is  dated  December  1, 1741,  and  fifty-two  numbers  were  published. 
After  No.  25  the  matter  related  almost  exclusively  to  revival  events  in 
Scotland.  It  was  edited  by  the  Rev.  William  M'Culloch  of  Cambuslang, 
and  was  probably  the  first  Scottish  religious  journal.  8 pp.  iemo. 

2.  A warning  against  countenancing  the  Ministrations  of  Mr  George  Whitefield. 

By  Adam  Gib.  Edinburgh,  1742. 

3.  Satan’s  Ape  Detected,  or  Some  Observations  on  a Scandalous  Pamphlet 

against  Mr  Whitefield  and  the  Clergy  of  this  Church  to  disparage  the  Work 
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at  Cambuslang,  &c.,  Written  by  Mr  Adam  Gib,  minister  of  the  Associate 
Congregation  at  Edinburgh.  By  Andrew  Waddell,  Soldier  in  Dumbarton 
Castle.  Glasgow  : 1742.  24  pp.  i2mo. 

This  was  not  the  soldier’s  first  appearance  in  print  in  this  connection. 
He  says  I.  W.  “ has  wrote  a middly  or  Hotchpotch  calling  it  Observations 
on  my  Last.” 

4.  A True  Account  of  the  Wonderful  Conversion  at  Cambuslang  contained 

in  a Letter  from  a Gentleman  in  the  Gorbals  of  Glasgow,  as  a satisfactory 
Answer  to  his  Friend  at  Greenock.  Glasgow  : 1742.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

Dated  March  9,  1742,  and  signed  “ M.  0.” 

5.  A Short  and  True  Account  of  tire  Wonderful  Conversion  at  Kilsyth,  in  a 

Letter  from  a Gentleman  there,  to  his  Friend  at  Glasgow.  With  some 
Reflections  on  the  Behaviour  of  the  Seceding  Brethren  towards  this 
great  work,  &c.  Glasgow:  1742.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

Dated  Kilsyth,  June  18th,  1742,  and  signed  “ W.  D.” 

6.  The  True  Christ  no  new  Christ.  A Sermon  preached  August  9,  1742.  By 

Rev.  Ralph  Erskine.  Edinburgh,  1742.  8°. 

7.  The  Visible  Signs  of  the  Lord’s  Return  to  Scotland,  held  forth  from  Scripture 

and  Reason,  or,  an  Account  of  the  Solemn  Communion  held  at  Cambus- 
lang, August  15,  1742.  With  a List  of  the  Ministers  Names  who  assisted 
at  that  Work.  Glasgow:  1742.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

8.  A Short  Narrative  of  the  Extraordinary  Work  at  Cambuslang  in  a Letter 

to  a Friend  : with  proper  Attestations  by  Ministers,  Preachers  and 
others.  Glasgow:  1742.  32  pp.  i2mo. 

9.  A Review  of  the  Preface  to  a Narrative  of  the  Extraordinary  Work  at 

Kilsyth  and  other  Congregations  in  the  Neighbourhood,  written  by  the 
Rev.  Mr  James  Robe,  Minister  of  Kilsyth ; wherein  the  nature  of  that 
extraordinary  work,  and  the  principles  of  the  promoters  of  it,  are  dis- 
covered from  the  said  Preface  and  others  papers  lately  published ; and 
likewise  the  Address  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Associate  Presbytery  anent 
their  late  Act  for  a Public  Fast  is  considered.  By  Rev.  James  Fisher. 
Glasgow,  1742.  i2mo,  68  pp. 

ro.  Divine  Influence  the  True  Spring  of  the  Extraordinary  Work  at  Cambus- 
lang, &c.,  and  other  places  in  the  West  of  Scotland  illustrate  ; in  a Letter 
from  the  Reverend  Mr  Alexander  Webster,  One  of  the  Ministers  of  this 
City,  to  a Gentleman  in  the  country.  Edinburgh  : 1742.  60  pp.  i2mo. 

Reissued  in  a second  edition,  with  a preface  in  answer  to  Fisher’s 
Review. 

11.  The  Signs  of  the  Time  considered,  or  the  High  Probability  that  the  Present 

Appearances  in  New  England,  and  the  West  of  Scotland  are  the  Prelude 
to  the  Glorious  Things  promised  to  the  Church  in  the  Latter  Ages.  Edin- 
burgh, 1742.  36  pp.  i2mo. 

By  Rev.  John  Erskine,  D.D.  Preface  dated  Oct.  28:  1742. 

12.  A Warning  and  Reproof  with  Advice  from  the  Word,  to  those  who  have 

spoken,  and  do  speak  Calumniously  and  with  Bitterness  against  the  Work 
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of  the  Spirit  of  God  at  Cambuslang,  Kilsyth  and  Calder,  and  other 
Places  in  the  Land  ; by  one  who  loves  to  have  the  Mediator’s  Kingdom 
and  Glory  advanced,  in  gaining  of  Souls  to  him,  by  Gospel  Means,  accord- 
ing to  his  Will  in  his  Word.  N.B.  By  the  author  of  the  “ Warm  and 
Serious  Address.”  Glasgow:  1742.  24  pp.  i2mo. 

13.  Remarks  on  the  Fast  appointed  by  the  Associate  Presbytery  ; wherein  is 

proven  i That  the  Reverend  Mr  George  Whitfield  is  a minister  of  the 
Gospel,  ii  That  the  Work  at  Cambuslang  is  the  Operation  of  the  Blessed 
Spirit,  iii  That  the  said  fast  is  1st  Inconsistent  with  the  Seceeders  own 
pretended  principles,  2ndly  With  itself,  and  3rdly  with  the  Revealed 
Will  of  God.  Edinburgh : Printed,  and  Glasgow  Re-Printed,  1742. 

8 pp.  i2mo. 

14.  Observations  in  Defence  of  the  Work  at  Cambuslang  against  the  Malicious 

Spirit  of  the  Act  of  the  Associate  Presbytery  anent  their  late  Fast. 
Written  by  a Soldier.  Glasgow:  1742.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

15.  A Defence  of  the  Reverend  Mr  George  Whitefield’s  Itinerant  Practice  of 

Preaching,  &c.,  from  the  Objections  most  commonly  urg’d  by  his 
Enemies.  By  an  Impartial  Hand.  Glasgow:  1742.  8 pp.  i2mo:  to 

be  continued. 

16.  A True  Narrative  of  the  Remarkable  Conversion  at  Cambuslang.  Printed 

in  the  Year  mdccxlii.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

17.  A Short  Account  of  the  Remarkable  Conversion  at  Cambuslang.  In  a 

Letter  from  a Gentleman  in  the  West  Country  to  his  Friend  at  Edinburgh. 
Glasgow,  1742.  8°. 

18.  A Conference  betwixt  an  Elder  at  Kirk  of  Shots  and  a Parishoner  [sic]  of 

Cambuslang  anent  the  Great  and  Wonderful  Success  of  the  Gospel  at 
Cambuslang.  To  which  is  added  a Short  Narrative  of  the  Outletting 
of  the  Spirit  at  Stuartoun,  Finnick,  Irvine,  &c.,  1625.  Together  with 
an  Account  of  the  extraordinary  Conversion  at  the  Solemn  Communion 
at  the  Kirk  of  Shots  1630.  Glasgow:  1742.  8 pp.  i2mo. 

19.  A Letter  from  Mr  John  Willison,  Minister  at  Dundee,  to  Mr  James  Fisher, 

Minister  at  Glasgow,  containing  Serious  Expostulations  with  him  con- 
cerning his  Unfair  Dealing  in  his  Review  of  Mr  Robe’s  Preface,  &c.  And 
several  suitable  Advices  to  him  and  others.  Edinburgh,  1743.  48  pp. 
i2mo. 

Dated  Dundee,  January  24,  1743. 

20.  Fraud  and  Falsehood  discover’d  : or  Remarks  upon  Mr  Webster’s  Post- 

script to  the  Second  Edition  of  his  Letter  ...  By  Rev.  Ralph  Erskine. 
Edinburgh,  1743.  8°. 

21.  The  Christian  Monthly  History  or  an  Account  of  the  Revival  and  Progress 

of  Religion  at  Home  and  Abroad.  No.  1 for  November  [1743].  . . . 
Edinburgh  : Printed  by  R.  Fleming  and  A.  Alison.  8vo,  64  pp. 

Edited  by  Rev.  James  Robe,  who  led  the  revival  in  Kilsyth.  The 
journal  was  somewhat  erratic  in  its  publication.  The  last  number  traced 
is  No.  10,  issued  probably  in  January  1746. 
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